AND THE
WINNERS
ARE...

The votes are counted, the results are in.

e | It's time to announce the winners of the
* of the Year x

most respected independent assessment
of the European sailing yacht market —the

2007 European Yacht of the Year. David Pugh and
Matthew Sheahan report

evealed at the Diisseldorf boat show, the winners of the

LEuropean Yacht of the Year are the result of much deliberation in

what must be one of the hardest contests the jury has ever had to
judge. The last year has seen fierce competition on the leisure yachting
markel, especially among production builders.

Established brands such as Jeanneau and Bénéteau have been subject Lo
increased pressure from smaller yards, especially those which base their
production in eastern Europe. The Salona 37, this year's winner of the 10-12m
category, was one such surprise victory, with a good level of performance and
build quality at a competitive price

Particularly hard-fought this year was the 14m plus group, contested
between five boats. Dufour’s 525 and Hallberg-Rassy's 54 presented interesting
features and satisfactory performance, but not enough to gain a mention
against the show-stealing X-55 and Bénéteau First 50, Also in the running was
the new Hanse 630, whose brash, modern styling pushed the boundaries and
appealed to many of the jury members

Making it onto the shortlist is an accolade in itself, so the following pages
represent the cream of the yachts launched during 2006. »
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